JAMES BOSWELL                                  1*
ART OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, was  announced to
the world, by the publication of its Plan or Prospectus.
How long this immense undertaking had  been the
object of his contemplation, I do not know.   I once
asked him by what   means  he had attained to  that
astonishing knowledge of our language, by which he-
was  enabled to realise a design  of such extent, and
accumulated difficulty.   He told me, that * it was not
the effect of particular study; but that it bad grown up-
in his mind insensibly.'   I have been informed by Mr.
James Dodsley, that several years before this period,
when   Johnson   was   one  day   sitting   in his   brother
Robert's shop, he heard his brother suggest to him, that
a Dictionary of the English Language would be a work
that would be well received by the public ; that Johnson
seemed at first to catch at the proposition, but, after a
pause, said, in his abrupt decisive manner, * I believe I
shall not undertake it.*   That he, however, had bestowed
much thought upon the subject, before he published his-
Plan, is evident from the enlarged, clear, and accurate
views which it exhibits ; and we find him mentioning in.
that tract, that many of the writers whose testimonies-
were to be produced as authorities, were selected by
Pope; which proves that he had been furnished, probably
by Mr. Robert Dodsley, with whatever hints that eminent
poet had contributed towards a great literary project,
that had been the subject of important consideration in
a former reign.
The booksellers who contracted with Johnsbn, single
and unaided, for the execution of a work, which in
other countries has not been effected but by the co-
operating exertions of many, were Mr. Robert Dodsley,
Mr. Charles Hitch, Mr. Andrew Millar, the two Messieurs